
TOWN OF MONROE,
STATE OF INDIANA

ORDINANCE No.: 2024-

sHoKf rITLE: AN ORDiNANCE To RESCIND ORDINANCE No. 2022-2
AND ESTABLISHING STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS
FOR USERS OF THE MONROE WAIER SERVICE

WHEREAS, Indiana Code $ 36-7-3, et seq. confers upon units of government within the
State of Indiana such powers as necessary or desirable to conduct the affairs of local government;

WHEREAS, the Town of Monroe is a municipality within the State of Indiana and Indiana
Code $ 36-5-2-2 provides that the Town Board for the Town of Monroe (heleinafter refered to as
the "Town Board") is the legis.lative body for the Town of Monroe;

WHEREAS, Indiana Code $ 36-5-2-9 provides that a legislative body may adopt
ordinances and resolutions for the performance of the functions of the town;

WHEREAS, the Town of Monroe owns, operates, and maintains a water service that
services the properties locatetl within the corporate limits of the Town of Monroe and some
properties located outside the corporate limits of the Town of Moru-oe,

WHEREAS, the costs and expenses for connecting to the Town of Monroe's water facilities
have increased and are anticipated to increase annually due to inflation and increasing labor rates
in the local economy:

WHEREAS, the Town Board is responsible for establishing schedules for connection fees
in older for new users to connect to the Town of Monroe's water system. and sets the connection
schedule as described herein;

WHEREAS, the Town Board is lesponsible for estabiishing procedures related to late
payments, obstruction of water systems by residents, and disconnection. Those procedures are
described herein;

WHEREAS, the Towrr Board is responsible for establishing lequilements related to
allowing for proper access and/or limiting encroachments on the Town of Monroe's utility lights-
of-way and utility equipment;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IR ORDAINED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF
MONROE, INDIANA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Definitions. The following definitions are applicable to this Oldinance and are
uot of ttniversal meaning withira the context of other Ordinances. ur-iless specific references to said
term and definition is referenced thelein.
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a. "Town Wa1,el System" shall mean the system of pipes, pumps, and other
appurtenances operated by the Town of Monroe in order to convey and
distribute potable watel to residents of the Town of Monroe.

b. "Connectio.n Fees" shall mean the monetary fees that are assessed and collected
by the Towl of Monroe to individuals and companies in order to connect their
property to the Town Water System fol the purposes of receiving potable water
to their residence or business.

c. "Connection Fee Schedule" shall mean the amrually adjusted Connection Fees
set by the 'Iown of Monroe for new water users to connect their home or
business to the Town Water System.

d. "Large Watr:r Service" shall mean a connection from a residence or business to
the Town Water System that consists of a pipe or pipes that measures in excess
of one (1) inch diameter pipe.

e. "Small Water Service" shall mean a connection from a lesidence or business to
the Town Water System that consists of one (1) inch diameter pipe, or'less.

f. "Metet Fee" shall mean the monetary fee assessed and collected by the Town
of Monroe from users of the Town Water System in order to install and/or
upgrade a water meter at a residence or business for the purpose of monitor.ing
water usage.

g. "New Connection" shall mean any residence or business that connects to the
Town Watel System after the adoption of this Ordinance and that is subject to
the Connection Fee.

h. "Upgrade Clonnection" shall mean any residence or business that desires to
upgrade its connection to the Town Watel System by a larger'-sized connection
pipe and who is subject to the Connection Fee according to the Connection Fee
Schedule.

i. "Watel Meter" shall mean a device that is installed by the Town of Monroe upon
all users of the Town Water System for purposes of neasuring, rnonitodng, and
pricing water usage. All water meters remain the ploperty of the Town of
Monroe.

Section 2. Connection Iree Schedule: Tenant Watel Deposit Fee. The following Connection
Fee Schedule shall be applicable from the effective date of this Oldinance and as updated flom
tirne to time:

a. Small Water Service Connection Fee. T|'te Town of Monroe sl-rall assess and
collect a minimum one (1) time Comection Fees in the amount of Two
Thousand and 00/100 Dollals ($2,000.00) for all New Connectior.rs, including
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specifically Small Water Service connections, to the Town Water System that
shall be made after the date of this Ordinance.

b' Large Water Service Connection Fee.The Town of Monloe shall assess and
collect Connection Fees on a time, labor, and material basis for each New
Connectiorr, including specifically Large Water Selvice connections, to the
Town Water System that shall be made after the date of this Ordinance.

c. Annual Increases. The Town of Monroe shall leview the Connection Fee
Schedule on an annual basis to determine whether rising costs of new
connections need to be reflected in the connection Fees.

d. Tenant Water Deposit. Tenants of residential property within the Town of
Monroe shall be required to pay a one-time Water Deposit Fee of Two Hundred
Dollars ($200.00).

Section 3. Water Metel It shall be mandatory for all users of the Town Water System to
have a Water Meter installed fbr each New Connection upon their property and connected in such
a manner so as to permit personnel for the Town of Monroe to lead and review water usage from
the exterior of a residence or business using the Town Water System. Any water customel that
currently does not have a water meter will be charged by one of two methods:

a. Minimum consumption; or
b. Flat rate.

Section 4. Water Meter: Fee. The Town of Monroe shall assess and collect a ninimum one
(1) tirre fee in the amount of Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollals ($500.00) for each Water Merer
installed and/or Upgrade Connection after the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 5. No Obstrucl.ion to Town Water S)zstem. No por-tion of the Town Water System,
including, but not limited to, valves, hydrants, Meter Pits, ol Service Valves, or the Town's utility
rights-of-way shall be obstrucled in any way that hinders the ability of Town of Monroe personnel
to access the same.

a. Requiremerrts Related to No obstrtrction to Tovtn water systents.

i. Vegetation such as (i.e. trees, shrubbery, etc.) shall not be located within ten
(10) feet of the all fire hydrants and valves ( main valves, hydrant valves,
and service valves) in the Town Watel System. All othel types of vegetation
may not encroach on the valves and hydrants any closer than 5 feet.
Acceptable landscaping around these items is rnulch and rock that is flush
to the top of the valve boxes as to not hide the locatior.r of the valves.

ii. Any shed, f'ence, or other small structure shall not be located w-ithin three
(3) feet, in all directions, of the Town water System. Sen,ice valves may
be located inside of a fence but must be accessible at all tir-nes and n-rust not
be closer than 3 feet ofthe fence.
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All Fire Hydrants shall have a clear line of site, with a path at least ( I 0) feet
wide straight to the front of tlre hydrant frorn rhe roadway.

b. Enforcement Related to obstruction to Tbvtn water systems.

i. If an obstruction exists in violation of section 5(a), the Town of Monroe
shall notifi the owner of such property and notify him or her of such
violation.

ll Upon receiving written notice such violation, the proper-ty owner shall have
no more than ten (10) days to correct any such violation.

A property owner's failure to correct any such violation may result in a
representative of the Town of Monroe comecting such violation, including,
but not limited to, removing certain andlor trimming foliaee as well as
moving or removing structures.

Requestfor Disconnectionfrom Town water Systent.If a homeowner, landlord,
or business owner requests a shutoff of the Town Water System to their property
for any reason, a fee of Seventy-Five and 00/100 Doiars ($7s.oo; ,nuil uL
applied. A r:ourtesy shutoff will be given to anyone that needs one. If the water
is shutoff because there is not a shut off valve inside the lesidence, one must be
installed while the water is off. If thele is a reason for a shutoff after that. a
Seventy-Firze and 00/100 Dollars ($75.00) shall be applied.

Disconnectlons For Which Property Ov,ner is AIot Responsible. If a water
shutoff is lequired for reasons outside of the proper.ty owner,s control (i.e. a
valve or meter will not close, or other mechanical issues), no fee will be
assessed to the property owner. A coultesy shutoffwill be given to anyone that
needs one. If the water is shutoff because there is not a shut off valve inside the
residence, one must be installed while the watel is off. If thele is a reason for a
shutoff after that, a Seventy-Five and 00/100 Dolrals ($75.00) shall be applied.

Disconnect Notices. A disconnect notice will be postecl at the entr.ance of any
property that is sixty (60) days delinquent on its Towr.r Water System payments.
Such Disco;nnect Notices will alelt the property owner or lancllor-cl that such
property's Town water System payments must be paid in full within ten (10)
days. Failure to b'ing the property's Town water Systenr payrnent ..,rr.,rt
within that time frame will result in that property's water being shut off. The
property owner or landlord will then be requiled to pay the amoults owed in
full plus a 

'econnect 
fee of Seventy-Five ancr 00/100 Dollars ($75.00) to

ul
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establish water be made in full within those (10) days,
contact must be n anangement must be rnade io g"t ifr"
account cur:rent agreement will result in shutoff of the
water and a reconnect fee of Seventy-Five and 00/100 Dollars ($75.00) will be
enforced tc, establish water use.

d' Late Payments. Any property owner or landlord receiving a Disconnect Notice,
shall pay the full amount ow:d by credit card, cash, o, ion.y older. personal
checks will not be accepted. All payments shall be issued to the Clerk-Treasurer
for the Town of Monroe.

e' Enforcement Regarding Delinquent Payments. The Town Board reserves the
right to pursue any outstanding amounts owed by properly owners or landlords
in any manner authorized by law, including, but not tlmiteO to the institution of
litigation against the offending party.

f' Disconnection Exemptions. No fees will be assessed to pr.operties that require
water shut-off as a part of the winterization process, incluiing the following
properties: Monroe Youth League facilities; the Tabernacle;Adams County 4l
H facilities; Adams Central seasonal sports facilities. If other properties arise
in the future, they will be handled on a case by case basis. Disconnections for
houses that are being winterized by Holding Companies or banks, are subject
to a $75.00 disconnection fee.

Section 6. Town Water Svstem Fee Exemptions. The following properties are exempt from
fees related to use of the Town Water System:

a. Monroe Volunteer Fire Department;
b. Adams County 4-H Facilities (duling winterizeci molths);
c. The Tabernacle (during winterized months);
d. The Monroe Youth League facilities (during winterized rnolths); ande. All facilities owned by the Town of Monroe.

A meter fee will be assessed to all users of the water systerr, rvhether the water is o1 or of1. That fee is
based on the rates set by the Town's financial advisors and approved by the Town board.

Section 6' Repeal. This Ordinance shall replace and lepeal Or.dinance No.2022-2.

Section 7. Severabilib'. If any section, provision, or part of this Or-clinance is adjuclged
invalid or unconstitutional, sur:h adjudication shall not aflecithe yalidity of the Ordinance as a
whole or any sectiotl, pt'ovision, or palt thereof not adjudged invaiid or unconstitutional.

Section 8. Effective Da19. This Ordinance shall be effective aftel its publication pursuant
to Indiana Code g 5-3-1.
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Duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Monroe, Adams County, Indiana at its

regular meeting on this _ day of 2024, with the followins vote of

Yes and Nays.

Town Board for the Town of Monroe,
County ofAdams, State of Indiana

Geerken, Town Board Member

Town Board President

Clerk-Tleasurer
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